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Vicky is a senior associate and has been practising education law since 2010. Her areas of expertise include
academy projects, governance and student related matters. Vicky is ranked as a ‘Rising Star’ in Legal 500 for 2021.

Vicky supports schools and academy trusts on the corporate and governance aspects of all types of academy projects, including
academy conversions, academy mergers and transfers and significant change applications. She also advises academy trusts on changes
to their governance arrangements, including putting in place new Articles of Association and schemes of delegation. She has particular
experience in supporting Church of England schools and academy trusts with diocesan requirements, having undertaken in-house

secondments with two dioceses in the South West.

Vicky advises on a range of student related matters, especially those which are, or are likely to become, contentious including
admissions, exclusions, special educational needs, discrimination claims, complaints and other parent issues. She also advises on

issues arising from regulatory intervention from Ofsted, local authorities, the ESFA and the Department for Education.

Vicky takes an active interest in education, having held several volunteer governorship roles in maintained and academy schools and in
higher education. She is currently a Trustee of Askel Veur, the Diocese of Truro Umbrella Trust Company, and a member of a special multi

academy trust.

Vicky is also a co-opted member of the Audit Committee at Plymouth Marjon University, working with internal and external auditors to
review financial and risk management controls and ensuring compliance with OFS and other regulatory body requirements on behalf of

the University’s Board of Governors.

Expertise

Sectors

Academy trusts and schools Education Higher education institutions and
universities

Featured experience
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Clerking exclusion panel

Clerking a governing body’s reconsideration hearing relating to a permanent exclusion which was quashed by an independent review

panel.

Complex academy rebrokerage

Acting for an academy trust acquiring seven schools as part of a split and rebrokerage of a large MAT.

Supporting with difficult parent complaint
Supporting a school with the management of a difficult parent relationship, including a vexatious complaint, freedom of information and

subject access requests and advice on defamation.

Tribunal Claim for Disability Discrimination

Defending an academy trust against a First Tier Tribunal claim that their permanent exclusion of a pupil amounted to disability

discrimination.

Testimonials

Clients

"Once again, you have done a terrific job — possibly our smoothest conversion to date.”

Schools Partnership,
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