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About

We’re Browne Jacobson. The law firm working to make a difference across business and society.

About us

Press release

Browne Jacobson tops employer index for social mobility

Read more
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#PositivePurpose
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Awards and accreditations
Being Browne Jacobson
Diversity, equity and inclusion
Innovation
Customer understanding and inclusivity
News and media
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News and media

Overview
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Our offices
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Our offices
Overview
Birmingham
Cardiff
Dublin
Exeter
London
Manchester
Nottingham

Our people, values and culture
Our teams

Main menu
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Overview
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The Exec
Partnership Committee

Sustainability
View all About

Our people
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Our people

How we run our business is important to our clients. We pride ourselves on our strong management structure with business people and legal experts.

View all People

Press release

Browne Jacobson ranked as leading specialists across an impressive 38 practice areas in Chambers & Partners
UK guide

Read more

Our people
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Overview
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Future Lawyers
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Sectors

When you operate in a particular sector you need specialist advice. We have dedicated sector expertise and teams with a real understanding of your markets.

View all Sectors

Sectors

Construction and real estate
Main menu

Construction and real estate
Overview
Construction
Data centres
Development and regeneration
Estates and rural

Education
Main menu

Education
Overview
Academy trusts and schools
Further education
Higher education institutions and universities

Energy and infrastructure
Main menu

Energy and infrastructure
Overview
CleanTech and renewables
Data centres
Engineering, procurement and construction
Waste and recycling

Financial services
Main menu

Financial services
Overview
Banks and other debt providers
Consumer credit
FinTech
FS assets, funds and investment sectors
Payment services, electronic money and money services
Private equity

Government
Main menu

Government
Overview
Arm's length bodies
Central government
Devolved administration
Emergency services
Local government
Social care
Social housing

Health and life sciences
Main menu

Health and life sciences
Overview
Ambulance trusts
Commissioner and integrated care systems
Health and care regulatory
Health indemnifiers
Independent health and care
Later living
NHS acute trusts
NHS mental health and community trusts
Primary care

Insurance
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Insurance

Overview
Brokers
Insurers and reinsurers
InsurTech
Lloyd's and London market
Managing General Agents

Life sciences
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Life sciences
Overview
AI, medical devices and digital

Manufacturing and industrials
Main menu

Manufacturing and industrials
Overview
Automotive
Food and drink

Not for profit and charities
Private clients
Retail, consumer and logistics

Main menu
Retail, consumer and logistics

Overview
Fashion and beauty
Hospitality and leisure
Logistics
Sports

Technology
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Technology
Overview
Artificial intelligence
Data centres
FinTech
HealthTech
InsurTech
IT service providers
Software
Startups
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Services

We offer a full range of services to support all aspects of your organisation. We can advise you in all areas of law, just come and talk to us.

View all Services

Podcast

The ESG podcast: topics for business and government

Read more

Services

Artificial intelligence
Main menu

Artificial intelligence
Overview
AI regulation and governance

Ascensus: for in-house lawyers and business leaders
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Ascensus: for in-house lawyers and business leaders
Overview
Executive coaching

Banking and finance
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Banking and finance
Overview
Asset based lending
Leverage finance and sponsor led debt transactions
Project finance
Real estate finance

Barristers
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Barristers
Overview
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Court of Protection
Dispute resolution
Healthcare inquests
Offender health
Independent review panels
SENDist Tribunals
Student discipline

Commercial law
Main menu

Commercial law
Overview
Agency and distribution
Competition and anti-trust
Consumer and e-commerce
Digital and sourcing
Franchising
International trade and commerce
Sanctions and export controls
Supply, manufacturing and logistics

Construction and engineering services
Main menu

Construction and engineering services
Overview
Construction and engineering dispute resolution
Projects and contract procurement

Corporate
Main menu

Corporate
Overview
Company secretarial
Employee ownership trusts
Equity capital markets
Mergers and acquisitions
Private equity
Restructuring and insolvency
Transaction support and due diligence
Venture capital

Criminal compliance and regulatory
Main menu

Criminal compliance and regulatory
Overview
Anti-bribery
Competition and anti-trust
Counter fraud for insurance
Data protection and privacy
Environmental
Financial services regulation
Fraud and asset recovery
Freedom of information
Health and safety
Modern Slavery Act

Dispute resolution and litigation
Main menu

Dispute resolution and litigation
Overview
Business ownership disputes
Commercial dispute resolution
Construction and engineering dispute resolution
Contentious procurement
Corporate legal liability
Costs
Counter fraud for insurance
Cyber liability and data security insurance
Employers and public liability
Environmental claims
Fraud and asset recovery
Insurance coverage disputes
International dispute resolution
Partnership disputes
Patents and patent litigation
Professional Indemnity
Real estate litigation
Reputation management
Technology disputes

Education law
Employment

Main menu
Employment

Overview
HR services
Immigration

Financial services and insurance advisory
Main menu

Financial services and insurance advisory
Overview
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Banking and capital services for insurance clients
Commercial
Complaint handling
Digital and data
ESG
Financial crime
Financial services regulation
Insurance distribution for financial services businesses
Mergers, acquisitions and funding
Motor finance commission
Policy drafting and distribution
Start-ups
Venture debt financing

Health and social care disputes
Main menu

Health and social care disputes
Overview
Children's services
Clinical negligence
Costs
Employers and public liability
Health procurement
Investigations and inquiries
Social care

Health law
Main menu

Health law
Overview
Access, funding and continuing healthcare
Deprivation of liberty
Inquests
Integrated healthcare lawyers
Medical treatment in health
Mental capacity and the Court of Protection
Mental health
Safety and learning
Service reconfiguration, consultation, transformation and decommissioning

Information law
Main menu

Information law
Overview
Data protection and privacy
Freedom of information

Insurance claims defence
Main menu

Insurance claims defence
Overview
Abuse and social care
Business crime and fraud
Clinical negligence
Construction all risks
Corporate legal liability
Costs
Coverage disputes and policy interpretation
Directors and officers
Disease
Employment practices liability claims
Environmental claims
Financial Institutions
Intellectual property claims
Major incident response and management insurance
Delegated authority claims resolution
Products liability
Professional indemnity
Property damage and business interruption
Regulatory

Intellectual property
Main menu

Intellectual property
Overview
Advertising and marketing
Anti-counterfeiting
Complex licensing, R&D and collaboration
Copyright and related rights
Designs
Patents and patent litigation
Trade secrets and confidential information
Trade marks

International
Main menu

International
Overview
Fraud and asset recovery
French group
Intellectual property
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KCSiE 2025 looks like it will be significantly updated; we may even see new guidance launched to replace it. For now, though, let’s focus on the changes coming
into play in September 2024 and what we need to do about them.
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Before we do, it’s good to know about the parts that have had no changes at all, or no substantive changes. Part three (safer recruitment) and Part four (allegations and
low-level concerns) fall into this category, with no changes made to either part.

We can add part five too, which only has one tweak to paragraph 497 (Early help) to reflect the wording used in the updated Working Together guidance.

The main changes

So that just leaves us with parts one and two, which do have a few changes and a few more tweaks. These are the three main changes:

1. Children who are lesbian gay, bisexual, or gender questioning – an expected update following publication of the Cass review report. The changes are in
paragraphs 205 – 209. The main substance of those new paragraphs is recommending that schools exercise caution because of the many unknowns about the impact
of social transitioning, and so schools can consider the broad range of needs that child may have. This should be done in partnership with parents “other than in the
exceptionally rare circumstances where involving parents would constitute a significant risk of harm to the child”.

Do note that these amendments remain under review pending the outcome of the gender questions children guidance consultation.

2. Abuse and neglect – not so much a major change, but one that can trip you up when it comes to amending policies and ensuring staff are using the right
terminology: the 2024 guidance renames this section as ‘Abuse, neglect and exploitation’ and uses that language throughout the guidance (see paragraphs 19, 66 and
202, and Annex A). In terms of impact, it’s not a major change, but getting the risk of missing it and getting it wrong in policy and training makes it worth a formal
mention here.

3. Alternative provision – a new paragraph (171) has been added to make clear that where a school places a pupil with an alternative provision provider, it continues
to be responsible for the safeguarding of that pupil and should be satisfied that the placement meets the pupil’s needs. We knew that already, but the inclusion in the
guidance shows the importance of this point.

Before we look at what you need to do now, let’s cover off the minor changes to KCSIE 2024.

Data Protection – a small addition (paragraph 93) that simply directs you to the DfE Data Protection guidance for schools for more information in data
protection compliance.
Domestic abuse – an important addition to paragraph 24 to reflect that seeing, hearing and experiencing the effects of domestic abuse can impact on children.
Early help – an additional bullet point has been added to paragraph 18 to include children who have experienced multiple suspensions or are at risk of being
permanently excluded.
Absence from education – a change in terminology from “deliberately missing education” to “unexplainable and/or persistent absences from education”.
Children and the court system – links to two age-appropriate guides have been added to Annex B to help explain the court process to children in those age
brackets.
Preventing radicalisation – a change in terminology in Annex B from “radicalisation into terrorism” to “extremist ideology and radicalisation”, and inclusion
of the new definition of radicalisation from the 2023 guidance.
DSL holding and sharing information – an addition in Annex C is that designated safeguarding leads (DSLs) should note discussions and decisions made,
including the rationale for those decisions, to include instances when referrals were not made.

Next steps:

So, what do we do now? Two things: update your policy and train your staff.

Policy – make sure you make the necessary amendments, but remember; brevity is your friend. Not every word of every change in guidance needs to be copied over
to your policy, think instead about what your policy is designed to achieve: strong safeguarding practice from all staff.

For it to succeed, it needs to be clear and easy to follow, no longer than necessary and have a good flow to it. If you want to see how it should be done, take a look at
our model policy range

Staff training – alongside policy and culture, staff training is the third cornerstone of strong safeguarding. It goes without saying that staff need to be updated about
these new changes, but my advice here is to think how the ‘how’. Mix and match your training and updating – a bit of traditional keynote/workshop, FAQs, top tips,
two minutes reads can all help, but don’t forget audio and video clips, which are now so easy to do with tools like Teams and Zoom.

Measure outcomes - the final piece of the jigsaw is to measure staff knowledge at least annually. Make sure you’re measuring outcomes not inputs. In other words,
you should measure knowledge, not attendance (or worse, confirmation from an individual that they attended).

Good online platforms can help you with this, including our own EduCompli platform. If you want to trial the Child Protection course, just get in touch.

Get those steps right, and your safeguarding foundations will be strong for the next academic year.
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developments and looking to the year ahead

12 May 2025

Podcast - #EdInfluence

#EdInfluence podcast (series 4): In conversation
with inspiring leaders

06 May 2025

Opinion

EHRC releases guidance for employers after
Supreme Court ruling on definition of woman

02 May 2025

Legal Update

Unfunded pay rise for teachers risks strikes,
tension, restructures and budget crisis

02 May 2025

Guide

Advice for schools on how to handle information
requests from the police

https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/ai-governance-in-schools-june-2025
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/be-connected-schools-and-academy-trusts-may-2025
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/new-novel-contentious-and-repercussive-transactions-guidance
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/new-alternative-provision-guidelines-practical-steps-for-schools
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/school-exclusions-webinar-june-2025
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/edinfluence-podcast-series-4
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/ehrc-interim-guidance-for-employers-supreme-court-definition-of-woman
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/unfunded-pay-rise-for-teachers-risks
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/schools-and-academy-trusts-information-requests-from-police


02 May 2025

Legal Update

2025/26 employment rates and limits: Are costs
increases having a negative impact on the job
market?

01 May 2025

Legal Update - School leaders survey

School leaders survey, summer 2025

29 April 2025

Legal Update

Analysing new statistics on school exclusions

29 April 2025

Legal Update

 Lessons from the 2025 cyber security breaches
survey for  higher education

24 April 2025

Legal Update

Safeguarding children: Effective strategies for
prevention and response

22 April 2025

Legal Update

The rise in schools-based nurseries and the
practicalities for growing trusts

22 April 2025

Legal Update

Supreme Court ruling on trans women: What
schools need to know

17 April 2025

Legal Update

Changes to Ofsted inspection, school
accountability and intervention

17 April 2025

Legal Update

Top tips for schools handling AI generated
complaints

https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/2025-26-employment-rates-and-limits-impact-on-job-market
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/school-leaders-survey-summer-2025
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/analysing-new-statistics-on-school-exclusions
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/2025-cyber-security-breaches-survey-for-higher-education
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/safeguarding-children-effective-strategies-for-prevention-and-response
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/rise-in-schools-based-nurseries-practicalities-for-growing-trusts
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/trans-matters-in-uk-schools-for-women-scotland-decision
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/changes-to-ofsted-inspection-school-accountability-and-intervention
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/top-tips-for-schools-handling-ai-generated-complaints


16 April 2025

Legal Update

Updated Modern Slavery Act Transparency
Guidance: Key obligations and steps for
businesses

15 April 2025

Guide

Fair Access Protocols for school admissions:
Addressing common issues

15 April 2025

Guide

When can schools refuse admission due to
challenging behaviour?

11 April 2025

Published Article

Five key considerations for effective
safeguarding leadership

11 April 2025

Published Article

Building bridges in edtech: The convergence of
AI governance and educational needs

09 April 2025

Legal Update

Improving university governance: what we can
learn from the OfS latest regulatory report

09 April 2025

Legal Update

Royal assent for Martyn’s Law: A guide for
educational institutions

08 April 2025

Legal Update

How academy trusts can avoid disputes over
recruitment agency fees

04 April 2025

Opinion

Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency
Act 2023: Voluntary ID verification available
from 8 April 2025

https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/retail-law-roundup-april-2025/updated-modern-slavery-act-transparency-guidance
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/fair-access-protocols-for-school-admissions-common-issues
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/when-can-schools-refuse-admission-due-to-challenging-behaviour
https://www.brownejacobson.com/about/news-media/five-key-considerations-for-effective-safeguarding-leadership
https://www.brownejacobson.com/about/news-media/edtech-convergence-of-ai-governance-and-educational-needs
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/university-governance-ofs-latest-regulatory-report-learnings
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/martyns-law-royal-assent-educational-institutions-guide
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/how-academy-trusts-can-avoid-disputes-over-recruitment-agency-fees
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/eccta-2023-voluntary-id-verification
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31 March 2025

Legal Update

How universities can navigate the new 'failure to
prevent fraud' offence

16 October 2025

In Person Event

CST Conference 2025

07 July 2025

In Person Event

CST CEO Leadership Summit 2025

25 June 2025

In Person Event

AULP Annual Conference 2025

24 June 2025

In Person Event

Senior HR Summit 2025

https://www.brownejacobson.com/about/legal-notices/accessibility
https://www.brownejacobson.com/about/legal-notices/privacy-notice
https://www.brownejacobson.com/about/legal-notices/cookies
https://www.brownejacobson.com/about/legal-notices
https://www.brownejacobson.com/about/legal-notices/modern-slavery-statements
https://www.brownejacobson.com/mailing-list-sign-up
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/how-universities-can-navigate-the-new-failure-to-prevent-fraud-offence
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/cst-conference-2025
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/cst-ceo-leadership-summit-2025
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/aulp-annual-conference-2025
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/senior-hr-summit-2025

