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The American National Weather Service has declared an environmental emergency, warning of a ‘relentless parade of atmospheric rivers’

in California.

Described as a ‘bomb cyclone’, heavy rains have caused widespread storm damage due to toppled trees, large hailing, lightning, flash
floods and falling debris. Storm damage to buildings has resulted in at least 50,000 ordered evacuations and more than 120,000 homes

experiencing power outages.
Commenting on the national cost of recent weather, AccuWeather chief meteorologist, Jonathan Porter stated,

‘It is likely this is going to be at least several billion dollars’.

Considerations for insurers

With another bomb cyclone set to hit California this month and the continued threat of climate change, severe weather in the form of
intense storms is increasingly likely to occur. For that reason, this could result in increased customer reliance on storm damage terms

within building and contents insurance policies.

Insurers should consider whether its policy terms meet customers’ needs, whilst also ensuring sufficient protection against systemic risks.

The Word, January 2023

(Another) case on the importance of clear drafting

California bomb cyclone set to ‘to exceed $1bn’ in storm damage costs



https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/the-word-january-2023/systemic-event-risks-the-need-for-a-customer-centric-approach-to-policy-drafting
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/the-word-january-2023/another-case-on-the-importance-of-clear-drafting
https://www.ktvu.com/news/california-weather-relentless-parade-of-rain-prompts-biden-to-approve-emergency-declaration#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DOver%20the%20weekend%2C%20the%20National%20Weather%20Service%20warned%2Cvideo%20of%20flooded%20Felton%20in%20Santa%20Cruz%20County
https://www.ktvu.com/news/california-weather-relentless-parade-of-rain-prompts-biden-to-approve-emergency-declaration#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DOver%20the%20weekend%2C%20the%20National%20Weather%20Service%20warned%2Cvideo%20of%20flooded%20Felton%20in%20Santa%20Cruz%20County
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/the-word-january-2023
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/the-word-january-2023/another-case-on-the-importance-of-clear-drafting
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/the-word-january-2023/systemic-event-risks-the-need-for-a-customer-centric-approach-to-policy-drafting

The rising number of cyber-attacks

The continued threat of piracy in Southeast Asian waters

Contact

Tim Johnson

Partner

tim.johnson@brownejacobson.com

+44 (0)115 976 6557

Our expertise

Services

Environmental Financial services and insurance
advisory

© 2025 Browne Jacobson LLP - All rights reserved

Insurance claims defence

Policy drafting and distribution


https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/the-word-january-2023/systemic-event-risks-the-need-for-a-customer-centric-approach-to-policy-drafting-c0691b1044ac9f86fdf6e4f3dd101fc4
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/the-word-january-2023/systemic-event-risks-the-need-for-a-customer-centric-approach-to-policy-drafting-c0691b1044ac9f86fdf6e4f3dd101fc4-1fdd99d3e8a2e917a2141154b44c4989
https://www.brownejacobson.com/insights/the-word-january-2023/the-continued-threat-of-piracy-in-southeast-asian-waters
https://www.brownejacobson.com/services/criminal-compliance-and-regulatory/environmental
https://www.brownejacobson.com/services/financial-service-and-insurance-advisory
https://www.brownejacobson.com/services/insurance-claims-defence
https://www.brownejacobson.com/services/financial-service-and-insurance-advisory/policy-drafting-and-distribution

